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Abstract:

“Organism is opposed to chaos, to disintegration, to death,” wrote Norbert Wiener in 1954, “as
message is to noise.” Forged through his World War II military research, the cybernetic equivalence
Wiener established between pattern, message, organism, and machine may have wrought the Axis
powers as immediate enemy, but the lasting fight was against disorder. In the 1960s, as cybernetic
epistemology worked its way into art and design disciplines, disorganization was revisited in a
variety of creative contexts. This talk investigates its diverse reception and redeployment among
artists, architects, designers, and cyberneticians at the 1962 UK “Conference on Systematic and
Intuitive Methods in Engineering, Industrial Design, Architecture and Communications.”
Challenging the hegemony of Wiener's role for noise in communication, particularly as it related to
ideas of publicness and privacy, the conference was a critical moment in a trajectory known as the
Design Methods movement, a discourse that leveraged emerging computer-related technologies to
transform the theory, practice, and pedagogy of art, architecture, and design.
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