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Abstract: 
The expression “space syntax” originally referred to the generative principles that underlie 
observable typological variation in spatial arrangement. It has since become associated with a set of 
analytical techniques used to measure generic properties and functions of layouts including the 
creation of an intelligible and searchable environment, the distribution of movement, patterns of co-
awareness and serendipitous interaction, or informal learning. In what ways does the study of 
generic properties and functions inform the generation of designs? The tentative answer is: syntax is 
about the manner in which spatial interfaces are constructed and presented to perception. 
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