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Abstract

The case of digital fabrication techniques involving Numerical Control (NC) illustrates the
confluence of the social and the technical. Rather than 'new,’ this technology is the result of choices
made in a multitude of adjacent and interdependent technical practices over time. Technologies
such as NC unfold in long phases of social preparation, mental habits, and technical development. It
is crucial to articulate, for instance, the habits of mind of a particular historical period that swerve
the course of technical development of a technology. This talk will present the multifaceted
assemblies that presuppose and engender NC technologies. A couple of contemporary projects
illustrate divergent applications of NC technology and its potential effects.
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