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Abstract 
This work proposes the use of partial order lattices along with representational schemes to account 
for patterns of ambiguity and emergence in the description of designs. The complexity of such 
designs is viewed as an aggregation of spatial layers that can all be decomposed by the subgroup 
relations of the symmetry of the configuration. At the end, this methodology points to a 
combinatorial approach that generates visual prototypes for future use in design synthesis. Here, 
Meier’’s work is just a case study that validates the group theoretical approach. 
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